Borough of Park Ridge
Recreation and Cultural Committee
Meeting Minutes —July 27, 2026

Attendance: Paul Wharton, Laurie Wharton, Carolee Chirico, Mike Raia, Kelly Epstein,
Rosemary Happ, Kaitlan Martinez, Shelton Hollers, Maureen Howell, Liz Falkenstern —
Director

Call to Order: Motion Mike R—Maureen H - Second (7:32pm)
Prior Minutes approved: Motion Mike R., Second Laurie W.

OLD BUSINESS:

Town Picnic: Set up on Friday night had thunderstorms, and we had to delay it a bit. We
need more people to set up future stages and not just 4!

The Picnic had Low attendance, but weather was good, just hot!

Kelly E offered to do Physical flyers for all schools. Paul W. suggested to always create
“events” on Facebook. Liz F also posted several times on many FB sites and took an ad in
the Pascack Press and hung flyers in many locations all over in town. We also have a
special Town Picnic banner hung across the street by Boro Hall and the event was posted
on the electric billboard across from the Diner. The mayor also announced the Town Picnic
in his newsletter a few times before the event.

The beverage selection was fine but surfside drinks did not sell well. Laurie W. said we had
enough beer cups left for next year. People enjoyed the petting zoo and pony rides, face
painting, karaoke and the inflatables. The live music-Rhyme or Reason was great too!

Pool Movie night: Sound issues with the amp. Need to purchase a new amplifier and
discuss the best set up with our speakers to get at next meeting.

New Business:

Patriotic home contest: Winners were announced at the July 4" parade and all but one got
their gift card. We will present at next meeting if possible. July 4" Celebration: Parade was
a wonderful community event and Viana H sang on a float using our new portable speakers
which worked out. Band was good.

Summer Concert Series— need to create events on social media (the town should put up
these events so that they can be uniformly posted) Laurie W. suggested we let the council
know that we need a communications person that can handle this.



Summer Camp - we have 98 signed up camp is running well

Labor Day Fireworks - Kelly E. will have to give flyers to schools. We should create an
event on FB.

Chair Yoga - Liz F. reported this begins on September 17, 2026, and registration info will be
posted on www.parkridgeboro.com

Additionally, Chess, Pickleball, Golf, Tennis, Zumba programs to continue in Fall. New
programs for Little Dr and Vet programs are coming soon too. Oktoberfest (9/26) and
Townwide Garage Sale. (10/17) info to be posted soon too.

Motion to Close —Mike R. Second Laurie W. 8:22 PM

Respectfully Submitted
Kelly Epstein

Park Ridge Recreation and Cultural Committee — Secretary


http://www.parkridgeboro.com/

