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Sean Duffy, U.S. Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 
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FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
AND INSURANCE 

JUDICIARY 

I am writing again regarding the persistent noise and community disruption caused by excessive private jet 
traffic into and out of Teterboro Airport over Pascack Valley. These operations appear to conflict with federal 
law-specifically the Rothman appropriations provision banning scheduled charter operations, the Vision 100 -
Century of Aviation Reauthorization Act (Public Law 108-176), and related FAA appropriations riders from FY 
2003-2004. 
These provisions were enacted to close public-charter loopholes, prevent de facto scheduled airline service, 
and ensure that Teterboro remains a general aviation airport rather than a commercial facility. Subsequent FAA 
reauthorizations in 2007, 2012, 2018, and 2024 did not repeal or weaken these restrictions. In fact, both the 
FAA and DOT have historically enforced them through the functional-equivalence test, under which any charter 
operation that runs on a published schedule, sells seats individually, or operates with regularity may be treated 
as prohibited scheduled service. 
Under 49 U.S.C. § 40103, the federal government maintains exclusive sovereignty over U.S. airspace, 
administered by the FAA. Congress has already imposed binding statutory limits on Teterboro Airport through 
FAA legislation and DOT appropriations, including: 

1. Prohibition on Scheduled Charter Operations • Enacted through FAA authorization language • 
Prevents backdoor commercial service via charter structures 
• Ensures Teterboro cannot function as a de facto commercial airport 

2. Preservation of the 100,000-pound aircraft weight limit 
• Congress has prohibited the FAA from lifting this long-standing restriction 
• Prevents operation of large transport-category aircraft 

3. Limitation of FAA Preemption 
• Congress restricted FAA discretion to override these statutory protections 
• Establishes a federal floor safeguarding local and regional impacts 

Congress has already determined that Teterboro must not operate as a commercial airport. Current activity 
must be brought into alignment with that mandate. 
I respectfully request clarification on how the Department intends to ensure compliance with these statutory 
requirements. 
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